_— 
. 7 


» 


a 
£ 
by 7 
. 4 
. * * 
s — I 
aa 
* 4 . 
* * 
4 
pI "IVE. 
- * N 
FP? > 
> * 
* 
8 n 8 i 
— 
a 
x 4 *., 
„ 
3 
2 N . 
. z * 7 1 
* — . * « £26 ; 4 X 
6 © 4 4 8 by ns * - - n 
SAM. XV. 2 8 0 
: * * * * % * 
” „ 0 k 


Py 
a+ 


8 


F 


R xtdth.. BANS {bi to ak HE 


_ ae * 
———— — Fe 


| 1 
3 
i 
. 

3 
; 
3 
} 

3 


5 


——ů . 
A˖;ͤ— VU —2ꝛĩ˙ — 
* 


— „ _ 4 4 a . . 
— u———ͤ — ——— 
= 
: 


88 Sade, 


THE Deſign of the following Treat, iſe is prin- 


cipally to promote Piety towards GOD, and 


| Righteouſneſs among Men; with a tender Re- 
gard to the Creation in general. 


For it is evident that the Chriſtian Religion 


conſiſts in a Conformity to the divine Will, and 


a due Obedience to thoſe Impreſſions famped on 


the Rational Soul; with a ſteady Obſervation 


of the Internal Light of the holy Spirit, and 
Adherence to the Dittates thereof, in which con- . 


alis the Happineſs of 9 


The worth Aucber 8 „7 known for his ex- 
emplary Conduct, ha "TAgr ein illuſtrated the 


true Chriſtian Progreſy, Was animated there- 


unte from this Motive, viz. The Glory of GOD, 


and the Good of bis Fellow-Creatures. 


A divine Spirit of Love, Charity, and Meek- © 
neſs, breathing through the Whole, eminently 
diſcovers the Sincerity of his Intention. And 


that it may prove 12 888 to the Reader i 175 the 
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BEING 


Some NecEsSARY and Juror Af 


CONSIDERATIONS, Sc. 


5 oncerning my Conſcience. 
1 HAVE been very diligent to keep my 


Conſcience clean, to encourage it in tile 
Vicegerency that 'THrov (the great LorD of 
the World) haſt given it over my Soul and 
Actions. I have kepr 1 it in the Throne, and 
| greateſt Reverence and Authority in my 

Heart. 

In Actions to be Jane or omitted; hive 
always adviſed with it, and taken its Advice: 
n have neither ſtiſled, nor forced, nor bribed 

it; but gave it a free Liberty to adviſe and 
Ga jars out, and a fre&SubjeCtion of my Will, 

| Purpoſes and Actions td it. | 

If through Importunity of Tommpndions 

Ge. have at any Time dane amiſs, IJ have 
not taken her up ſhort, or ſtopped her Mouth, 

or my own Attention to her Chiding and Re- 
proof, but I have, with much Submiſſion of 
Mind, born her Chaſtiſement, and improv- 

ed it to an humbling of myſelf before THERE 

for my Failings; for I looked upon her as 
acting by Tay Authority, for Tay Service, 

and to Thy Glory; and I durſt not diſcou- | 

rage, eee or diſobey her.. 
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© When ſhe was pleaſed, and gave me good 


Words, I was glad; for I eſteemed her as a 


Glaſs, that repreſented to my Soul the Fa- 


vour or Diſpleaſure of Gop himſelf, and how 


H ſtood affected towards me. 


J have trembled more under the Fear of 
a ſeared or diſcouraged Conſcience, than un- 


der the Fear of a ſharp or ſcrupulous Conſci- 
__ ence, becauſe I always accounted the latter, 
tho more troubleſome, yet more ſafe. 


I have been very jealous either of wound- 


ing, or grieving, or diſcouraging, or dead- 


ening my Conſcience. I have therefore cho- 


ſen rather to forbear that which ſeemed but 
indifferent, left there ſhould be fomewhat in 
it that might be unlawful ; and would rather 


gratify my Conſcience with being too ſerupu- 


: lous, than diſpleaſe, diſquiet or flat it by be- 
ing too venturous : I have ſtill choſen rather 
to forbear what might be probably lawful, 
than to do that which might be poſſibly un- 
lawful; becauſe I could not err in the for- 


mer, though I might in the latter. 3 
I have been careful to adviſe impartially 


with my Conſcience before my Actions; but 


leſt Thad committed any Thing amiſßs either 
in the Nature or Manner of the Action, I 


commonly, every Night, brought my Acti- 


ons of the Day paſt before the Judicatory ef 
my Conſcience, and left her to a free and im- 
partial Cenſure of them; and what the ſen- 
tenced «well done, I with Humility returned 

the Praife thereof to Tuy NAME; what The 


ſentenced done amiſs, 1 did hu bly us . 
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THE GOOD STEWARD. 6 


Tux for Pardon, and for Grace to prevent 
me from the like Miſcarriages. By this 
Means I kept my Conſcience active, renew- | 
ed and preſerved my Peace with THREE, and 
learned Vigilance and Caution for the Tune 

to come. 55 


* PV Creatures. 


J have not only looked upon thy Bleſſings 
and Bounty, in lending me thy own Creatures 
for my Uſe, but I have ſought unto thee for 
a Bleſſing upon them, for my Uſe of them. 
I did very well obſerve, that there is by my 
Sin a Curſe in the very Creatures that I re- 

* ceive, unleſs thy Bleſſing fetch it out; an 
Emptineſs in them, unleſs thy Goodneſs fill 
them: Though thou ſhouldſt give me Quails 
and Manna from Heaven, yet without thy 
Bleſſing on them they would become Rot- 
tenneſs and Putrefaction to me; and there- 
fore I ever begged thy Bleſſing upon thy 
Bleſſings, as well as the Bleſſings themſelves; 
and attributed the Good I found, or was to 
expect in them, to the ſame Hand that gave 
them.” - = 4 Emre nd 
I received and uſed thy Creatures as com- 
mitted to me under a Truſt, and as a Stew- 
ard and Accomptant for them; and therefore 
J was always careful to uſe them according 
to thoſe Limits, and in order to thoſe Ends 
for which thou didſt commit them to me: 
1ſt, With Temperance and Moderation: I 
did nct uſe thy Creatures to Luxury and Ex- 


3 
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6  -THE GOOD STEWARD. 
ceſs, to make Proviſion for my Luſts with 


HW 


Vain-glory or Oſtentation, but for the con- 
venient Support of the Exigencies of my 


Nature and Condition; and if at any Time 


thy Goodneſs did indulge me in any Uſe of 
them for Delight, as well as Neceſſity, I did 
it but rarely and watchful; I looked not 
upon the Mine, when it gave its Colour in 
the Cup, nor gave myſelf over-either to Ex- 
ceſs or Curioſity, in Meats or Drinks; 1 


checked myſelf therein, as being in thy Pre- 
fence, and ſtill remembered I had thy Crea- 


tures under an Accompt; and was ever 
careful to avoid Exceſs or Intemperance, 
becauſe every exceſſive Cup and Meal was in 


Danger to leave me ſomewhat in Arrear to 


my Lord. 2dl, With Mercy and Com- 
paſſion to the Creatures themſelves which 
thou haſt put under my Power and Diſpoſal. 


When I conſider the admirable Powers of 
Life, and Senſe which I ſaw in the Birds 
and Beaſts, and that all the Men in the - 
World could not give the like Being to any 


Thing, nor reſtore that Life and Senſe 
which is once taken from them: 
When TI conſidered how innocently and 


| harmleſly the Fowls, and Fiſh, and Sheep, 


and Oxen, take their Food, that thou, the 
Lonp of all, haſt given them, I have been 
apt to think, that ſurely thou didſt intend a 
more innocent Kind of Food to Man, than 
fuch as mult be taken with ſuch Detriment 


to thoſe living Parts of thy Creation; and 
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THE GOOD STEWARD. » 


altho' thy wonderful Goodneſs hath fo much 
indulged Mankind, as to give up the Lives 
of theſe Creatures for the Food of Man by 
thy expreſs Commiſſion, yet I ſtill do, and 
ever did think, that there was a Juſtice due 
from Man even to theſe ſenfible Creatures, 
that he ſhould take them ſparingly, for Ne- 
ceſſity, and not for Delight; or if for De- 


light, yet not for Luxury: I have been apt 
to think, that if there were any more liberal 


Uſe of Creatures, for Delight or Variety, it 
ſhould be of Fruits, or ſuch Delicacies as 
may be had without the Loſs of Life: But 
however it be, this very Conſideration hath 
made me very ſparing and careful, not vain- 
ly or ſuperfluouſly, or unneceſſarily, or pro- 


digally to take away the Life of thy Crea- 


tures for Feaſting and Exceſs. And the 


very ſame Conſideration hath always gone 
along with me, n Reference to the Labour 


thy Creatures; I have ever thought that there 


was a certain Degree of Juſtice due from 


Man to the Creatures, as from Man to Man; 


and that an exceſſive, immoderate unſeaſon- 


able Uſe of the Creature's Labour is an In- | 


Juſtice for which he muſt account. 


© To deny domeſtical Creatures their con- 
venient Food; to exact that Labour from 
them that they are not able to perform; to 
uſe Extremity or Cruelty towards them, is a 


Breach of that Truſt under which the Do- 
minion of the Creatures was committed to 
us, and a Breach of that Juſtice that is due 


from Men to them, and therefore I have al- 
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E. THE GOOD: STEWARD, 


ways eſteemed it as Part of my Duty, and 


it hath been always my Practice to be mer- 


ciful to my Beaſts; and upon the ſame Ac- 


count I have ever eſteemed it a Breach, of 


Truſt, and have accordingly declined any 


Cruelty to any of thy Creatures, and, as much 
as I might, prevented it in others, as a Ty- 


ranny inconſiſtent withthe Truſt and Steward- 


ſhip that thou haſt committed to me. I 
have abhorred thoſe Sports that conſiſt in 
the torturing of the Creatures; and if any 


noxious Creatures muſt be deſtroyed, or 


Creatures for Food muſt be taken, it hath 
been my Practice to do it in that Manner that 


may be with the leaſt Torture or Cruelty to 


the Creature; and J have ſtill thought it an 


unlawful Thing to deſtroy . thoſe Creatures 
for Recreation Sake, that either were not 
hurtful when they lived, or are not profita- 
ble when they are killed; gyer remembering 
that tho? thou haſt given us. a Dominion 


over thy Creatures, yet it is under a Law of 


Juſtice, Prudence, and Moderation, other- 
wiſe we ſhould become Tyrants, not Lords, 


over thy Creatures, and therefore thoſe 


"Things of this Nature, that others have. 


practiſed as Recreations, 1 e avoided as 


Sins. 
7 aching my Body. 


My Body which is gi Vo to ſerve 4d 0 
bey, became the Empreſs, and commanded 


and corrupted my Soul, embaſed and enſlav- 
| ed it to LA. and Fe 8 m/ Soul 
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which was given to rule, became but z Slave 
of my Body: I conſidered that if the Buſineſs 
was thus carried on, my Happineſs muſt be 
only in this Life, and that when Death ſeiz- 
ed upon me, I had an Immortal Soul that had 
loſt her Time wholly in this World, and 
therefore could expect nothing but Vexation 
and everlaſting Confuſion to all Eternity. 
Upon theſe and the like Conſiderations, I re- 
ſolved and practiſed Severity over my Body 
and refuſed to gratify her intemperate De- 
ſires; denied them, kept them in Awe, and 
under Diſcipline; and becauſe I found that 
my Luſts grew unruly by Variety and 
Curioſity of. Meats and Drinks, I ſubdued 
them by moderate Diet and Temperance. 
My Table was ſparing to myſelf, my Cloaths 
plain, my Retinue and Attendance but neceſ- 
-fary; I chaſed away my Luſts with the 
Contemplations of the Preſence of Gop, the 
End of CurrsT's Sufferings, the Certainty 
- yet Uncertainty of Death, the State after 
Death; and mingled all my Enjoyments 
and Deſires with theſe ſerious and cleanſing 
Conſiderations; and I peremptortly refuſed 
to gratify the Cravings of an inordinate, ſen- 
| "ual Appetite, and did reſolutely let them 
know, they ſhould not, might not, expect 
any better Dealing from me, and my Prac- 
ice was according 77. 
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Concerning my Wealth. © 


The more I had the more was my Care, 
and the greater the Charge that I had under 


IO THE GOOD STEWARD. 
my Hands, and the more was my Solicitude 
to be a faithful Steward of it to the Honour 
and Uſe of my Mas ER; but my Part was 
the leaſt that was in it: Indeed! rejoiced in 
this, that my MasrER eſteemed me faithful, 
committing the Diſpenſation thereof to my 
Truſt, but I thought it no more mine than 
the Lord's Bailiff, or the Merchant's Caſh- 
Keeper thinks his Maſter's Rents or Money 
his; and therefore thought it a Breach of 
Teruſt to conſume or embezzle that Wealth in 
exceſſive Superftuities of Meat, Drink, er Ap- 
Parel, or in advancing myſelf, or my Poſte- 
rity to a maſſy or huge Acqueſt. N 


7 ouching my Reputation. 
Tho? I have loved my Reputation, and 


have been vigilant not to loſe or impair it by 
my Default or Neglect, yet I have looked 
upon it as a brittle Thing, a Thing that the 
Devil aims to hit in a ſpecial Manner, a 
Thing that is much in the Power of a falſe 
Report, a Miſtake, a Miſapprehenſion, to 
wound and hurt; notwithſtanding all my 
Care, I am at the Mercy of others, without 
Gop's wonderful, over-ruling Providence. 
And as my Reputation i is the Eſteem that o- 
thers have of me, ſo that Eſteem may be 
blemiſhed without my Default. I have there- 
fore always taken this Care, not to ſet my 
Heart upon my Reputation. I will uſe all 
Fidelity and Honeſty, and take Care it ſhall 
not be loſt by any Default of mine; and, if, 
e all this, my Reputation be 
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| foiled by evil or envious Men or Angels, I 


will patiently bear it, and content myſelf 
with the Serenity of my own Conſcience : 
Hic murus aheneus eſto. - 


* 


The aforeſaid Author, in his Book Of the Na- 


ture of True Religion, Sc. p. 17. Ec. 


TRUE Religion teaches and tutors the 
Soul to a high Reverence and Veneration 
of Almighty Gop, a ſincere and upright 
walking as in the Preſence of the inviſible all- 
ſeeing Gop. It makes a Man truly to love, 
to honour, to obey him, and therefore care- 


ful to know what his Will is: It renders the 
Heart highly thankful to him, both as his 


Creator, Redeemer, and Benefactor: It 
makes a Man entirely depend upon him, to 
ſeek to him for Guidance, and Direction, 
and Protection, to ſubmit to his Will with 
all Patience and Reſignation of Soul: It gives 


che Law not only to his Words and Actions, 


but to his very Thoughts and Purpoſes, that 
he dares not entertain Thoughts unbecoming 


the Sight and Preſence of that Gop to whom 
all our Thoughts are legible: It teacheth and 
bringeth a Man to ſuch a Deportment both 


of external and internal Sobriety, as may be 


decent in the Preſence of Gop.and all his 
holy Angels: It cruſhes and caſts down all 


Pride and Haughtineſs, both in a Man's 
Heart and Carriage, and gives him an hum- 
ble Frame of Soul and Life, both in the 


Sight of Gop and Men: It regulates and go- 
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12 TOUCHING THE CONSCIENCE, 
verns the Paſſions of the Mind, and brings 
them into due Moderation and Frame: It 
gives a Man a right Eſtimate of this preſent. 
orld, and ſets his Heart and Hopes above 
it, ſo that he never loves it more than it de- 
ſerves: It makes the Wealth and the Glory 
of this World, high Places and great Prefer- 
ments, but of low and little Value to him; 
ſo that he is neither covetous, nor ambitious, 


Nor over - ſolicitous concerning the Advanta- 


ges of it. It brings a Man to that F rame, 


8 that Righteouſneſs, Juſtice, Honeſty, and 


Fidelity are, as 1t were, Part of his Nature z 
He can ſooner die than commit or purpoſe 
that which is unjuſt, diſhoneſt, or unworthy 
of a good Man. It makes him value the Love 
of Gop and Peace of Conſcience, above all 
the Wealth and Honour in the World, and 


to be very vigilant to keep it inviolably : He 


performs all his Duty to Gop in Sincerity and 


Integrity; and whilſt he lives on Earth, his 
Converſation, his Hope, his - Treaſure is in 
Heaven; and he entirely endeavours to walk 
ſuitably to ſuch a Hope : This Man hath the 
Life of Religion in him, and that Life acts 
in him, and will conform his Soul to the I- 


mage of his e and to walk along ich 
8 to all Eternity. 


iy © ouching the Conſcience. 


G OD. hath given to the Sons des 

of Men, in Reſpect of ſenſual / Gone 
Things, Objects not nels for Ne- 285, 287. 
e but Delight; but here is their Wer 
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TOUCHING THE CONSCIENCE. 13 


as well as their Sin, that they reſt not in 
what Gop lawfully allows -And hence it 18 
that the Gop of Mercy curſes, and that moſt 
juſtly, his own Bleſſings unto that Man that 
thus perverts the Uſe of them. Wine re- 
joiceth the Heart of Man, as it was given 
for that End, but when a Man in the Uſe of 
it looks no higher but to ſatiate himſelf, 
there is a Sting put into it, and 1t proves a 


Serpent. Prov. XXul1. 52. 


Touching the Conſcience. 


Onſcience is Gop's Vicegerent Knowledge 
in Man, and when her Lord / G0, 5. 
is angry the Conſcience will chide : 269. 
It is a Glaſs wherein a Man may, by Refſec- 
_ ſee the Face of Heaven and of his own 
oul. 


If thy Conſcience blame thee, though ne- 


ver ſo little, deſpite it not, nor neglect this 


fecret Check; it is a Meſſage from Heaven 

that ſummons thee to thy Duty. p. 372. 
Certainly the Senſe of the Love of God is 

either not at all, or not awake, when any 


Man conſiderately commits the leaſt Sin a- 


gainſt his Conſcience. p. 297. 
The Direction of Conſcience, when it is 


well uſed, is ſeldom without the immediate 


Direction of the very Spirit of Gop, but if 
the Guidance of that Spirit be neglected, it 
will not return to thy Aſſiſtance when thou 


pleaſeſt. p. 369. - P. 


Contempt, There is nothing in the World that 
5. 373. conduceth more to the Compolure 
= 3 | 


14 THE INWARD GUIDANCE OF 

and Tranquility of the Mind, than the Sere- 
nity and Clearneſs of the Conſcience ; kee 

but that ſafe and untainted, the Mind will 
enjoy a Calm and Tranquility in the Midſt 
of all the Storms of the World: And altho* 
the Waves beat, and the Sea works, and the 
Winds blow, the Mind that hath a quiet and 

clear Conſcience within, will be as ſtable and 
as late from Perturbation as a Rock in the 
Midſt of a tempeſtuous Sea, and will be a 
Goſhen to, and within itſelf, when the reſt - 
of the World without, is like an Egypt for 
Plagues and Darkneſs. 

| Whatever thou doſt hazard or loſe, keep 
the Integrity of thy Conſcience, both before 
'Froubles come, and underthem ; it 1s a Jewel 
that will make thee rich in the Midſt of Po- 
verty, a Sun that will give thee Light in the 
Midſt of Darkneſs, a Fortreſs that will keep 
thee ſafe in the greateſt Danger, and that is 
never to be taken from thee, unleſs thou 
8 derart it and deliver it up. 


— 


0 Judge Hale's N of the Inward and In- 
 w1/ible Guidance of the Spirit of GOD. 


Ni that truly fear Gop have a ſecret 
Guidance from a higher Wiſdom than 
what is barely human, namely, the Spirit 
of Truth and Wiſdom, that doth really and 
truly, batfecretly, prevent and direct them. 
Any Man that ſincerely and truly fears Al- 
mighty Gop, relies upon him, and calls | 
upon him for his Guidance and Direction, 


C 


THE SPIRIT of Gop. 15 


hath it as really as a Son hath the Counſet 
and Direction of his Father. And tho' the 
Voice be not audible, nor the Direction al- 
ways perceptible (or diſcernable) to Senſe, yet 
it is equally as real as if a Man heard a Voice 
ſaying, This is the Way, walk in it. 

And tho' this ſecret Direction of Almighty 
Gop 1s principally ſeen in Matters relating 
to the Good of the Soul, yet it may alſo be 
found in the Concerns of this Life, which 
a good Man, that fears Gop and begs his 
Direction, ſhall very often, if not at all 
Times find. Contemp. p. 45. 


I can call my. own Experience to witneſs; 


that even in the external Actions of my whole 


Life, I was never diſappointed of the beſt 
Guidance and Direction, when I have, in 
Humility and Sincerity implored the ſecret 
Direction and Guidance of the Divine Wil⸗ 
. 

The Obſervation of the Ges Knowledge of 
Admonitions of the Spirit of God God, ec. p. 
in the Heart, as it is an effectual 331,378, 391. 
Means, ſo it is acalm and comfortable Means 
to cleanſe and ſanctify thy Heart, and the 
more it is attended unto, the more it will be 


converſant with thy Soul for thy Inſtruction. 
In the Midſt of thy Difficulties, it will be thy 
Counſellor; in he Midſt of thy Tempta- 


tions, it will be thy Strength, and a Grace 
ſufficient for thee ; in the Midſt of thy Trou- 
bles 1t will be thy Light and thy Comforter: 


Only beware thou neglect not the Voice of 
dhis Pirit: It may be thy.” Neglect may 
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IO — it, and thou mayſt never hear that 5 
Voice more. 


It is impoſſible for thee to enjoy chat 


whichanult make thee happy, till thou art 
deeply ſenſible of thy own Emptineſs and 
8 and thy Spirit thereby brought 


down and Jaid. in the Duſt. The Spirit of 


Chriſt is an humbling Spirit, the more thou 
haſt of it the more it will humble thee.z and 
it is a Sign that either thou haſt it not, or 


that it is over-maſter'd by thy Corruptions, | 
if * Heart be ſtill haughty. 

atch therefore the ſecret Perſuaſions and 
Diſſuaſions of the Spirit of Gop, and beware 
thou quench it not, ner grieve it; be ſure 
ole... This Wind that. 
blows where it liſts, if ſhut out, reſiſted or 
grieved, may haply never breathe upon thee 
again, but leave thee to be hardened in thy 


Sins; but if obſerv'd and obey'd, thou ſhalt 


be ſure to have it thy Monitor and Director 


upon all Occaſions. When thou goeſt, it. 
Will lead thee; when thou ſleepeſt, it will 


3 thee; and when thou awakeſt, it will 


| balk with thee. 


Theſe are faithful, e and: trug 


ö e V are thoſe that witneſs them 0 
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